
A NEWSLETTER PUBLISHED BY  
U.S. ARMY MEDICAL LOGISTICS COMMAND

MEDLOG MONTHLY
S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 1

Future oxygen technology may  
reduce sustainment burden
 FORT DETRICK, Md. – Sustainment 
experts at U.S. Army Medical Logistics 
Command are discussing emerging 
technologies in the field of mobile oxygen 
production that could potentially reduce 
future maintenance requirements and 
provide a reliable source of oxygen on 
the battlefield.
 Bill Sovitsky, supervisory equipment 
specialist with AMLC’s Policy & Analysis 
Directorate, said he learned more about 
these new electrochemical oxygen 
systems while attending the Oxygen 
Standardization Coordinating Group, an 
annual assembly focused on designing 
and manufacturing oxygen solutions for 
the warfighter. 
 The summit is attended by U.S. and 
international military forces, as well as 
industry leaders.
 While still in conceptual phases of 
development, electrochemical oxygen 
systems may eliminate the need for air 
compressors that are needed for current 
technology, known as pressure swing/
vacuum swing adsorption (PSA/VSA). 
 Rather than using compressed air and a molecular 
sieve to extract oxygen from the air in VSA/PSA systems, 
the electrochemical process uses a very thin inorganic 
membrane and an electrical charge that, when transmitted 
across the membrane, permits only oxygen to pass through.
 From a sustainment perspective, this new technology 
has the potential to reduce downtime associated with 
preventative and corrective maintenance, Sovitsky said.

 “They might also reduce the requirement for repair parts 
and maintainer training,” he added. “They will run quieter, 
reduce fire danger and potentially reduce or eliminate the 
need for oxygen cylinders on the battlefield. This reduces 
transportation and refilling requirements. They have a great 
potential to affect readiness.”
 AMLC is the Army’s premier medical logistics 
organization, serving as the Life Cycle Management 
Command responsible for the sustainment of complex 
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Matt Hernandez repairs an oxygen generator at the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency’s 
MMOD-Hill depot at Hill Air Force Base, Utah, on Jan. 10, 2019. New emerging technologies 
in field-portable oxygen generation systems could reduce maintenance needs and increase 
readiness on the battlefield. (U.S. Air Force photo by R. Nial Bradshaw/Released)
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medical devices, such as field 
portable oxygen systems. 
AMLC works closely with the 
materiel developer to ensure 
proper maintenance plans and 
lifecycle support for products 
they field. 
 The OSCG, which has 
existed in different forms since 
1959, held its annual meeting 
virtually over two days in 
late July, bringing dozens 
of subject-matter experts 
together around the topics of 
oxygen systems in aviation 
and medical settings. Sovitsky has participated in the group 
since 2003, serving as the Army co-chair and medical 
systems expert for the past decade.
 The goals of the DOD and industry group are to promote 
oxygen system safety, standards, technologies, reliability 
and commonality, while reducing life cycle costs, and, in 
general, disseminating information about military oxygen 
systems and programs.
 “Oxygen plays a key role on the battlefield, both in aviation 
and medical,” Sovitsky said. “It allows our warfighters to 

safely execute their missions 
on land, sea and in the air. It 
plays a critical role in saving 
patient lives and returning 
the sick and wounded to 
duty.”
 The COVID-19 pandemic 
not only forced the group 
to hold its annual meeting 
virtually, but it also provided 
a stark reminder of the 
importance of oxygen on 
the broader health care 
community, he added.
 “The pandemic rapidly 

increased the demand for oxygen and, in some areas of the 
world, outstripped supply with dire consequences,” Sovitsky 
said. “The recent focus on large-scale conflict with peer and 
near-peer adversaries also emphasizes the potential for 
rapid increases in oxygen demand. 
 “We must be ready to supply the warfighter with 
safe and effective oxygen systems to meet this 
challenge.”

“[New electrochemical 
oxygen technology] will run 

quieter, reduce fire danger and 
potentially reduce or eliminate 

the need for oxygen cylinders on 
the battlefield.”

Bill Sovitsky, supervisory equipment specialist, 
Policy & Analysis Directorate, Army Medical Logistics Command

Army medical maintenance ensures blood 
support readiness in Korea 
 CAMP CARROLL, South Korea 
– Monthly quality control checks are 
a staple of regular maintenance for 
the 95th Medical Detachment (Blood 
Support) as it provides critical blood 
product support to the Korean peninsula.
 Regular quality assurance measures 
ensure the 95th MDBS, a tenant unit 
under the U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Center-Korea, maintains a high level 
of readiness of the largest forward-
deployed frozen blood supply in the 
Department of Defense.
 USAMMC-K is a direct reporting 
unit to Army Medical Logistics 
Command, the Army’s premier 
medical logistics organization and life 
cycle manager for medical materiel.
 The 95th MDBS uses 32 
automated cell processors between 
its blood depots at Camp Carroll 
and Camp Humphreys. Regular 
equipment maintenance and the 

Members of the 95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support) perform cell processor checks July 26 at 
Camp Carroll, South Korea. (U.S. Army photo by Maj. Clifford Wong/Released)
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skillset refreshers for operators are crucial to the safety 
and efficiency of the deglycerolization process to prepare 
frozen packed red blood cells (RBCs) for use.
 “Performing monthly quality control is a critical task 
in the process of providing blood product support to the 
Korean Theater of Operation (KTO),” said Maj. Clifford 
Wong, commander of the 95th MDBS.
 In order to freeze blood, glycerol must be added as 
a preservative agent within six days of collection. Once 
frozen, the blood product is good for 10 years.
 To return it to a transfusable product that can be used 
for a patient, the process must be reversed to remove the 
glycerol through the use of specialized instruments that 
“wash” the red-blood cells and ready them for use within 
14 days.
 Wong said the 95th MDBS regularly receives frozen 
RBCs from the Armed Services Whole Blood Processing 
Laboratory as pre-positioned Class VIIIB stock for the 
KTO. It takes roughly 3 ½ to 4 hours to complete the 
deglycerolization process through the use of a blood 
thawer, blood cell processor, and a sealer and segmenter. 
 “Every month, the process to prepare blood products for 
transfusion is performed on these instruments to ensure 
they are able to perform their required function,” Wong 
said. “Passing results are documented and are valid for 
one month which allows the instruments to prepare blood 
products at any time without further validation testing.”
 If an instrument fails, the results are documented and 
the instrument is taken out of service. Action is then taken 
to troubleshoot the issue.
 The monthly quality checks allow the unit to follow 
through on its mission and top priority, ensuring all 
Soldiers and beneficiaries are able to receive life-saving 
blood products at a moment’s notice.
 “It provides a ready posture for the 95th MDBS to 
immediately execute the process of preparing blood 
products for the requesting unit to transfuse into a 
patient,” Wong said.

TOP: Members of the 95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support) perform 
deglycerolization and blood washing quality control checks July 28 at 
Camp Humphreys, South Korea. 

BOTTOM: Members of the 95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support) 
receive units of packed red blood cells for processing July 29 at Camp 
Humphreys, South Korea. 

(U.S. Army photos by Maj. Clifford Wong/Released)

(Continued)

“Performing monthly quality control is 
a critical task in the process of providing 

blood product support to the Korean 
Theater of Operation.”

Maj. Clifford Wong, commander, 
95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support)
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FORT DETRICK, Md. –  Master Sgt. Lakesha Edmond, 
who is assigned to U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency, 
overcame the challenge of the Norwegian Foot March, 
earning her badge for completing the grueling 18.6-mile 
ruck march in the early morning hours of July 23.
 About 70 Soldiers from Fort Detrick took part in the timed 
event, which requires participants to carry a 25-pound ruck 
over what equates to 30 kilometers. Most need to finish under 
four hours and 30 minutes, 
but the time requirement 
varies by age and gender.
 Edmond, non-
commissioned officer in 
charge for USAMMA’s 
operations, finished with a 
time of four hours, 56 minutes, 
just inside the required five-
hour time limit for her age group.
 “The experience was intimidating, but humbling,” said 
Edmond, who was on leave at the time and planned to a 
catch a flight later that day. “… At the end of the march, my 
feet were on fire, uniform drenched, body pushed to the limit 
and I had a flight to catch in less than three hours.”
 The march dates back to 1915 when it was established 
as an endurance test for Soldiers in the Norwegian military. 
Those who successfully complete the challenge earn 
the Norwegian Foot March Badge, verified and awarded 
through the Norwegian embassy.
 Edmond was joined by two other participants from Army 
Medical Logistics Command, Master Sgt. Danielle Smith 
and Sgt. 1st Class Brian Ockimey, although they both fell 
short of completing the march in time to earn their badge.

 Despite the outcome, Smith, AMLC’s team leader, 
said it was an opportunity to represent the command and 
challenge themselves.
 “It’s important as a Soldier to continue to push ourselves 
to meet challenging goals and build character,” said Smith, 
non-commissioned officer in charge for AMLC’s G-3/5/7. “I 
also wanted to lead by example by always signing myself 
up, even if I know how much it will hurt during and after.”

 The Fort Detrick event, 
organized by U.S. Army 
Medical Research and 
Development Command, 
kicked off a couple hours 
before midnight, and Soldiers 
followed a three-lap route 
around the outskirts of the 
installation.

 “It really tests you,” Ockimey said. “How far can you push 
yourself? And mentally, it takes a lot. You have to really 
focus to meet the objective.”
 Ockimey said it was the longest ruck march he’s 
participated in his Army career. Navigating in darkness, he 
completed nearly 16 miles before he ran out of time.
 “I’ve still got work to do,” he said.
 Edmond said her personal focus on physical fitness 
helped her to push through and complete the march 
alongside others from the installation.
 “I pushed through because of my mindset,” she said. 
“I didn’t focus on the aches and pains … I spoke positive 
affirmations to myself and just said ‘you can do this,’ and I 
did.
  “Mind over matter is what I learned 19 years ago and  

it still works today.”

USAMMA Soldier overcomes Norwegian Foot 
March, earns badge in Fort Detrick event

Three Soldiers from U.S. Army Medical 
Logistics Command participated in a 
Norwegian Foot March held July 22-23 at 
Fort Detrick, Maryland. Pictured, from left, 
are Master Sgt. Lakesha Edmond, Master 
Sgt. Danielle Smith and Sgt. 1st Class 
Brian Ockimey. Edmond completed the 
18.6-mile march with a time of four hours, 
56 minutes to earn her badge. (Courtesy 
photo/Released)

“The experience was intimidating, 
but humbling.”
Master Sgt. Lakesha Edmond, 

non-commissioned officer in charge for operations, 
U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency 
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Civilians recognized for support of Korean 
theater blood mission
 CAMP HUMPHREYS, South Korea – Leadership 
with the 95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support) are 
recognizing two standout civilians for their commitment 
and dedication to the unit’s mission.
 Pak So-yong and Cho Kwang-il, a pair of Korean 
nationals assigned to the 95th MDBS at the U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Center-Korea, work to manage the blood 
mission’s budget, annual receipts and management of 
over 4,700 blood products, as well as maintenance of over 
$2 million of medical equipment, said Maj. Clifford Wong, 
commander of the 95th MDBS. 

 Additionally, the duo ensure the continuous training of 
U.S. Army Soldiers, non-commissioned officers, officers 
and allied Republic of Korea Soldiers assigned to the unit 
each year.
 “Mrs. Pak and Mr. Cho are both humble professionals 
that enjoy supporting the critical function of providing a 
life-saving product,” Wong said. “Their work ensures the 

complete and overall readiness of the unit to provide 
blood product support in the Korean Theater of Operation 
(KTO), and they are honored to a be part of this legacy.”
 The 95th MDBS, which maintains the largest forward-
operating blood bank in the Department of Defense, is 
under operational control of USAMMC-K, a direct reporting 
unit to Army Medical Logistics Command.
 Pak serves at Camp Humphreys, while Cho works 

at Camp Carroll. They also support the unit’s 
ability to provide life-saving blood products to 
several locations, such as Brian D. Allgood Army 
Community Hospital (BDAACH), Camp Carroll, 
and Osan and Kunsan Air Force bases. 
 Pak and Cho also work to ensure the 
95th MDBS is ready to provide blood products 
in the event that the Korean peninsula went into 
a transition-to-hostilities posture and needed to 
push out blood products at a higher rate than 
during armistice.
 “Mrs. Pak and Mr. Cho are true heroes to 
the KTO blood mission,” Wong said. “Their loyalty 
and dedication to the KTO blood mission ensures 
that the 65th Medical Brigade is always ready to 
support the 8th Army and United States 
Forces Korea in its continuous preparation 
and readiness to ‘Fight Tonight.’” 

“Their work ensures the complete and 
overall readiness of the unit to provide 

blood product support in the Korean 
Theater of Operation...”

Maj. Clifford Wong, commander, 
95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support)

Pak So-yong, a Korean national civilian employee, is assigned to and 
supports the 95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support)’s mission at the 
U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea. (Courtesy photo/Released) 

Cho Kwang-il, a Korean national civilian employee, is assigned to and supports the 
95th Medical Detachment (Blood Support)’s mission at the U.S. Army Medical Materiel 
Center-Korea.(Courtesy photo/Released)
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CECOM COMMANDER VISITS AMLC

U.S. Army Communications-Electronics Command’s 
Commanding General Maj. Gen. Robert Edmonson II 

visits Army Medical Logistics Command headquarters 
at Fort Detrick, Maryland, for the first time on Aug. 13. 
While at AMLC, Maj. Gen. Edmonson met with AMLC’s 
Commander Col. Anthony Nesbitt along with other key 
leadership and was briefed on the command’s global 
mission. (U.S. Army photos by Ellen Crown/Released)

AMLC & USAMMA PARTICIPATE IN ACFT 

Soldiers assigned to Army Medical Logistics Command and its direct reporting unit U.S. 
Army Medical Materiel Agency participated in an Army Combat Fitness Test Aug. 12 at Fort 

Detrick, Maryland. (U.S. Army photos by Sgt. 1st Class Floyd Daley/Released)
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The AMLC family welcomed another new member 
in July. Brent Scott Haller was born July 22 to 
parents Chris Haller and Natascha 
Spitnale. Brent has two half-brothers, 
Conner, 7, and Mason, 8. Haller 
works as a desktop support 
contractor for AMLC’s G-6 
team at Fort Detrick, Maryland. 
Congratulations!

WE LOVE SEEING NEW ADDITIONS TO THE AMLC FAMILY! Please send your photo and blurb to usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@mail.mil. 

Onward and

Capt. Guinelle Samuels takes 
command of 563rd MLC
The AMLC team congratulates Capt. Guinelle Samuels, who assumed 
command of the 563rd Medical Logistics Company at the U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Center-Korea in late June.

Samuels, a native of Maryland, took command from outgoing commander, 
Capt. Kirk Proctor, during a June 25 ceremony at Camp Carroll, South 
Korea.

Prior to joining the 563rd MLC, Samuels served as chief of customer 
support at USAMMC-K. 

A four-year ROTC program participant, she began her career in 2013 after 
being commissioned into the Medical Service Corps and has served in a 
variety of leadership positions over the past eight years. Capt. Guinelle J. Samuels
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Distribution Operations Center Deputy Director 
Liz Andrews (center) receives a commander’s 

coin from U.S. Army Communications-Electronics 
Command Commanding General Maj. Gen. 

Robert L. Edmonson II and Command Sgt. Major. 
Kristie L. Brady. Andrews, who is assigned to the 
U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency, a 

direct reporting unit of the Army Medical Logistics 
Command, was recognized for ordering and 

distributing COVID-19 vaccine worldwide for the 
Department of Defense. 

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-
Europe’s Chief Warrant Officer 3 Anthony 

Keane (left) receives the Order of Military Medical 
Merit from USAMMC-E Deputy Commander for 
Operations Lt. Col. Joshua Handorf on Aug. 24 

during his retirement ceremony. 

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

Onward and

Army Medical Logistics 
Command’s Chief Warrant Officer 3 Torre 
Williams poses with his wife, Karen Williams, 

son, Tyson, and mother, retired Sgt. 1st 
Class Sophia Williams after his promotion 

ceremony Aug. 20 at Fort Detrick, Maryland. 
(U.S. Army photo by C.J. Lovelace/

Released)
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SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

U.S. Army Pacific Command Surgeon Col. Pelzner 
receives a command brief and tour at U.S. Army 
Medical Materiel Center-Korea during his visit 
to the Peninsula highlighting USAMMC-K’s optical 

fabrication, medical maintenance, customer support, 
materiel management, distribution and warehouse 

and blood capabilities.

SOCIAL MEDIA  HIGHLIGHT

U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Europe’s  
Commander Col. Shane Roach briefs the 173rd 

Brigade Medical Supply Operations staff in 
Vincenza, Italy, Aug. 4. Joining Col. Roach in the 

briefing were USAMMC-E Chief of Staff Brian Swiss 
and USAMMC-E Sgt. Maj. Francis Famularcano.

Army Medical Logistics Command’s Master Sgt. Wesley 
Ladlee receives a coin from Gen. Edward Daly, commanding 

general of U.S. Army Materiel Command, for his efforts 
to establish the medical logistics footprint of Operation 

Allies Refuge. U.S. Northern Command in support of the 
Department of State, is the lead in providing transportation, 

medical screening and temporary housing for Afghan special 
immigrant applicants recently relocated to the United States 

to complete the final steps of the immigration process. 
This initiative follows through on America’s commitment to 
Afghan citizens who have helped the United States, and 

provides them essential support at secure locations outside 
Afghanistan, where they and their families can complete the 

Special Immigrant Visa process safely.

Follow us @ArmyMedlogCommand
Find more highlights on our Facebook Page!
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ANIL SHAKYA
Security manager, AMLC

What do you do?
As security manager, I serve as a point of contact on all matters related to the AMLC security program. 
I monitor and track preliminary inquiries and security investigations and implement all security-related 
programs to include personnel and industrial, as well as prepare and provide foreign travel briefings to 
employees going to foreign countries. I also aide in the management of a joint operations center and 
supporting classified systems.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
I enjoy everything I do – from keeping service members and colleagues up to date on their clearances 
to making sure everyone in the organization understands the personnel security program and process 
of periodic re-investigation. I got an opportunity to stabilize this program from the start, which makes it 
easier to do.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
My dad is my role model. He was very hard working and inspired me to pay attention to detail and be 
well organized. For him, work is work no matter how big or small it is. He taught me to give 100% on 
anything I do.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“What we think, we become” – Lord Buddha 
With our thoughts, we make the world. I strongly believe whatever happens in our life, we have already 
thought of in our mind.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@mail.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

How long have you been working for the Army Medical Logistics Command?
I’ve been with the AMLC’s G-2 security team since late April.
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KIM CHON-HYUN
MRP controller for pharmaceuticals, USAMMC-K

What do you enjoy most about your job?
My job is most enjoyable when I am able to successfully procure the necessary Class VIII materiel for 
the numerous customers within the Korean theater of operations. The entire procurement process of 
pharmaceutical items is similar to a well-maintained machine. I enjoy making sure that the machine 
functions well without making any glitches.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
Although it is hard for me to pick one role model, I would say that the teammates of USAMMC-K are 
my role models. They are amazing professional who do not tolerate mediocrity or complacency. I am 
able to learn and grow while working with these amazing subject-matter experts.

What’s your favorite quote and why?
“Make it happen.” While working as a MRP controller, I am faced with many challenges that require 
immediate attention and resolution. Based on my years of experience and knowledge, I am able to make 
the impossible seem possible, and indeed, make it happen.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@mail.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

How long have you been working for the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Center-Korea? 
I have been working for the USAMMC-K for the past 28 years. Although it has been a while, it still feels as 
if it were yesterday that I joined the team. Perhaps it’s because of our motto – “Never Settle” – because 
we do not settle at USAMMC-K.

What do you do?
As materiel resource planning (MRP) controller for pharmaceutical items at the materiel management 
section of USAMMC-K, I am responsible for monitoring and optimizing materiel stock levels, including 
forecasting, approving turn-ins and handling excess materiel. Additionally, I strive to ensure the right 
materiel is being stocked at USAMMC-K based on demand history and consumption. 
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LEIGH ANNE ALEXANDER 
Director for Readiness and Sustainment (ILSC), USAMMA

How long have you been working for the U.S. Army Medical Materiel Agency?
I have been working at USAMMA as the director for Readiness and Sustainment (R&S) for about four months. This 
is my second trip around the sun at USAMMA – I was previously a product manager (PM) from 2016-2018 prior to 
a detail at U.S. Army Medical Research and Development Command headquarters and a reorganization to the U.S. 
Army Medical Materiel Development Activity.

What do you do?
I have the best job in the world. As part of USAMMA’s Integrated Logistics Support Center (ILSC), R&S is in the 
process of building a new capability within the Army medical community. From a strategic level, our mission is to 
increase readiness, synchronize medical acquisition activities throughout the total lifecycle, and increase the re-
sponsiveness of medical logistics on the battlefield. What that means is that we work hand-in-hand with our Project 
Management Office partners that are responsible for developing and delivering medical materiel to the warfighter.

What do you enjoy most about your job?
What I enjoy most about my job is the PEOPLE! I am an extroverted “people person,” so I enjoy that much of my job 
is engaging with our team within R&S, building relationships with the other directorates within USAMMA and the out-
ward engagement with the PM community and other critical medical stakeholders. Since I spent the last five years 
of my career on the PM side, I am thrilled to be able to continue to work with these valued colleagues and friends in 
this new capacity with a shared mission to support the warfighter.

Who was your role model?  
And if he/she could see you now right now, what do you think they would say?
I have been incredibly fortunate to have had multiple role models throughout my career – previous bosses Ms. Christine 
Parker, Ms. Dawn Rosarius and Dr. Michael Smith. Each with distinct leadership styles, their consistent advice to 
remain true to my core values has become the foundation of how I approach putting my values in action each day. My 
ultimate role model is my mother, a nurse practitioner, who has spent her career helping improve the lives of others.  
Besides telling me to pedal faster as we race on the Peloton, she would tell me that hard work pays off.

This is a MONTHLY feature! So if you have an All-Star in YOUR  
organization, please email us at usarmy.detrick.amlc.mbx.pca@mail.mil!

Highlighting the best of the best!

Calling All DRUs!

What’s your favorite quote and why?
If I could venture to have a quote within a quote – equal parts Teddy Roosevelt and my fictional idol from TV show 
“Parks & Recreation,” Leslie Knope:  “Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is a chance to work hard at 
work worth doing. And I would add that what makes work worth doing is getting to do it with people that you love.”  I 
am passionate about my job and the people I work with – it’s this combination that makes even the most difficult task 
the most rewarding.


